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OBJECTIVE ~ To conduct epidemiological studies of the etiology and mode of trans..
mission of cases of acute hepatitis at the Thanarat Army Base, ann, based on the
findings~ to make reconnnendations for hepatitis control.

BACKGROUND ~ On 3rd October 1978, COL Wittoon, Dr. Rapin and MAJ Burke met at
AFRIMS to discuss collaborative laboratory and epidemiologic investigatipns aimed
at curtailing an apparent epidemdc of acute hepatitis at the Thanarat Army Base.
After obtaining authorization for collaborative investigations, COL Wittoon
invited a field research team to the Thanarat Army Base for the period 30 October
-2 November 1918.

The Thanarat Army Base is located in the town of Pranburi in the Province of
Prachuap Khiri Khan, about 250 kilometers south of Bangkok on the Gulf of Thailancl
at the mouth of the Pranburi River. The civ'ilian popula~ion of Amphur Pranburi
is approximately 90,000. Income is derived from agriculture (growing pineapple~
sugar cane:! and coconuts) and from fishing.

Four battalion-sized units are billeted at the Thanarat Army Base. Three
are infantry units. while one is a special school not within the Infantry Corps
command structure (Figure 1). Although data in unit strength was made available
to the epidemiologic team for purposes of analysis this information will not be
reported here for reasons of security. The four units are:

I. Infantry Combat Battalion. This unit is comprised of men who have com-
pleted infantry training. This battalion is mobile and has spent mos~ of .the
past two years in combat with insurgents in the southern provinces of Thailand.

II. Infantry NCO School. Until recently, this battalion-sized unit had the
function of providing a one-year course of specialized infantry training for men
who had already completed one year of general NCO training (2nd year students).
Howeve~~ due to a shortage of infantry NCO's, this year a special intensive
course was implemented to train men in infantry skills who have had no previous
NCO training. (1st year students). A support company is attached to this unit.

* Thanarat Army Base.
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